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Thank you Mr President

1.

Let me thank the Special rapporteur for the presentation of her
report. The Government of Rwanda welcomed her visit to
Rwanda following our invitation omd as we have stated
previously, we remain firmly committed ’rovcooperoﬁnngﬁh all

the Human Rights Councils' sbecial procedures and

mechanisms.

Mr. President,
2. The special rapporteur rightly recognises the specific and

unigue historical and geopolitical context of post-genocide
Rwanda. It is that context and specifically the exclusion that
characterised the past that informs current Rwanda's
policymakers as they seek fo realise the goals set out in our
comprehensive development strategy, the Vision 2020 whose

pillars are anchored on inclusiveness and participation of all

. Rwandans.

Secondly, the 'speciol» rapporteur dcknowledges - the
‘rréme_ndous progress Rwanda has achieved in combating -

poverty and improving the living conditions of all Rwandans. |

| Indeed, the recently concluded third Intfegrated -Househo‘ld

Living Conditions Survey (EiCV 3) - which prov’idés information
on changes in the well-being of the popu/dﬁoh such as poverty,

inequality, employment, living conditions, education, health

and housing conditions - indicated that Rwanda had reduced )
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the number of people living in poverty by 1 million from 2006 to
2011. |

3, However, a number of challenges remain particularly pover‘ry
dnd demographic pressure. The government and péople of
Rwanda remain resolutely committed to m-ee’ring these
challenges through a combination of homegrown soluﬂohs and
nationally owned policies with international obligations and
standards.

Mr. President, Madam Special Rapporteur,

4. The visit of the special rapporteur provides us with an
opportunity ’rovreﬂecf as we continue to improve the living
standards of Rwandans. A number of"rhé special rapporteurs
recommendations will be considered in the context of reviews
and reforms currently underway. 4Th'e law cjn expropriation for |
public inferest cmd the law on land are under review and
currently before parliament.

The ev‘oluo‘rion of the imidugudu' program was also
recommended by fthe RWondon Senate (with a view fo
improve ifs implementation) will commence shortly.

They are _Q‘rher recommendations that would benefit from an
éxTended visit. by the special rapporteur to enable her fo
inferact with a broader Ispec‘rrum of stakeholders and better
appreciate .’rhe context. She will be able to see Thé benefits of
decentralized decision-making, ownership ohd participation in

programs at the grassroots level. It is because of this inclusive
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approach .Tth Rwohdo is where it is today. Yes, the pace is fast
but it is necessary, we are far from where we would like to be.

As one Pan Africanist put it, "where others are in hurry we have

to run”.

~ Mr. Presidenf,
5. Allow me to make a few additional remarks on the report. The

~imidugudu policy (that replaced scattered settliements) seeks to
provide improved housing and 'living conditions. c:'nd' deliver
social services ondvinfrosfruc‘rure to the population. The special
rapporteur had the oppon‘unify fo visit the model umudugudu
| village and was dble fo see how the /Mng conditions of the
‘ po.puloﬁon 'hod significantly improved. The implementation of
the imidugudu policy is on a voluntary and participatory basis.
We recognise that not all the imidugudu have the necessary
infrastructure, however, the government is committed fo
ensuring that all necessary infrastructure is in place and
improvements are consistently being made. It ié also important
to note that the model village is the standard for the imidugudu
and all local authorities are expected fo adhere to this. The
imidugudu have not only led to increased efficiency but have
also fostered greatfer ownership and contributed fo
reconciliation among communiﬁes.
6. Bye bye nydkdfsi or elimination of thatched houses ‘Nyakatsi’ is
part of Rwanda's' community development and sloc'iol welfare

programs. The campaign aims af allowing Rwandans in
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extreme poverty access ’rb a decent homeé and enabling the
Government to reorganize. rural settlements for social and
economic fransformation. Like the imidugudu policy, bye bye
nyakatsi was implemented through a consultative  and
participatory process. The chmddn government is well aware
that the definition decent housihg is not solely based on the
type of material used fo make the roof. In that regard we would
invite the special -rapporteur fo spend more fime in Rwdndlo
and further look into the broad benefits of fheseprogronﬁs
before drawing any conclusions that may be viewed as based

on conjecture.

. Land registration and land titling programme has been carried

out in an open, inclusive and tfransparent process. Participation

at all levels is inclusive with the local community adjudication

- committees (Abunzi)‘ particularly active at the grass-roofts level.

The government of Rwanda is committed to ensuring the most
efficient and productive use of land. gCUrren’rIy a landowner
with a title deed can use it to access financial services such as
mortgages and small business loans. _ |

The land consolidation policy allows farmers to benefit from
various services such as efficient delivery of inputs, improved

seeds, fertilizers, proximity extention services, post harvest

~handling and stforage facilities. It is designed ‘;o.ensu're' this

happens through a consultafive and participatory processv that

is informed by our broader development strategy.
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8. The urban chollenges facing the city of Kigali are largely the
legacy of an unplomed settlement and the challenges that
face most modermn day cities. The Kigali City mosfef plan seeks
to address these challenges and is being executed in line with
the laws in place.

9. The improvement of the Iiving conditions and standards - of
historically marginalised groups is o key priority of the
government of Rwanda. The government has put in place
several programs and initiatives to promote the social and
economic development of these groups. Programs like The
imidugudu and bye bye nyakafsi, one cow per family, stand to
be of most benefit to these historically marginalised groups.

10. The govemmém' of Rwanda's commi’rmenf is to all its citizens.
The rights to free speech and voluntary por’napohon are nof
| only enshrlned in the constitution and aw buT are ochvely
enjoyed and ufilized. Consultative meehngs are institutionalized
and are corrled out at the cell level after Umugondo (or

community works for public inferest) every last Saturday of the

month. The special rapporfeurs observations in the context of

‘her mandate are tholly inaccurate. The people .of Rwanda
 have parficipated in government programs out of there own
free will and those that have chosen not to have done so

without conse'quence. Any claim of self-censorship would be

- self-imposed.
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Whenever there is conflict, Legal remedy is available to all and
at all levels without barriers to economic status or o‘rhérwise.
11.In conclusion, Mr. President, we take note of the
recommendations contained in.’rhe_speciql rapporteurs report
and assure you that the government of Rwanda will consider
them carefully. We look forward to your next visit Madam

special rapporteur.

| thank you for your kind attention



