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- STATEMENT BY INDIA

Madam_President,

Thedelegation of India thanks the Special Rapporteur on the Right
to Food and the Special Rapporteur on the nght to Adequate Housmg _

for their respectlve reports

o, | In h1s report the Spemal Rapporteur on the nght to Food has

explored the VaI‘lOU.S d1mens1ons of malnutrltlon such as under—

nutrition, m1cro-nutr1ent deﬁmency and over- nutr1t10n leadlng to -

- jricrease-in BROn=COI rmmreab}e -AI5EaIES -»ruerudmg heart: drseases Thigh e

- blood pressure ete. leading to pre-mature deaths. -In doing so, he has

also highlighted thelr disproportional impact on the poorest segments of

the society citing an example from India that cardio-vascular disease

leads to catastrophic e)ipenditure for 25% of Indian families; driving 10% |

of them into poverty In this regard, India is consciotis of the prevalence

of malnutrition, espeaally that of its children. The Integrated Child

,Development Semces Scheme (ICDS), launched in 1975, improved from

time to time, is a comprehensive programme‘ addressing the health,

nutrition and prefschool needs of children under six. It provides a - ,.
- package of services comprising of supplementary_nutrition,v pre-school.

non-formal education, nutrition and health ‘education, immunization,
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health check-up-and referral services. It.also aims to-improve .the - - -

nutritional and health_status of pregnant and lactating _mothers and
children below six years of age. 'The budgetary allocation for this scheme
for the current Plan period (11‘ch Plan) isRupees 444 billion. The scheme
benefits 97.5 mllhon people including 79.5 million children and 18 -

 million pregnant and lactating mothers.

3. Inaparadigm shift from Welfare to a rights-based approach and to
provide food security to ensure the right to live with dignity, the
Government recently introduced the National Food Security B‘ill in
Parhament last December It seeks to provide food and nutritionalf_
secur1ty by ensurmg access: to adequate quantlty of quahty food at
haffordable prlces to 63.5 % of the country S populatlon It confers a legal |
_rlght- on women, chlldren and other special groups — destitute, the
homeless, disaster and emergency affected persons and persons 11V1ng in
starvatlon ~ to receive meals free or at an affordable prlce People

ehglble Would be entltled to 7 kgs of food grains compr1s1ng rice, wheat

: ‘_and coarse gralns per person per month at Very low rates of about R |

SO ST s

aPPr0X1mately less than 5 cents of dollar pet kﬂogram na umque' |

feature, it provides that only women can be treated as head of household' |

~ for issue of ratlon card.

4. . A crucial partrof. 'Gove'rnment’s policy for management of the food
economy in India is the Public Distribution System. It is a dual purpose
) vehicle for glvmg farmers assured and remunerat1ve prices for their
produce through m1n1mum support. price and, at the same time, prov1de

~ food securlty to the most Vulnerable sect1ons of soc1ety

5. - As the Spe'ciald Rapporteur has' pointed out investments in

agriculture will be futile if they do not result in decreased hunger and
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~ peverty. - Government should therefore, ensure a proper. environment

for. investment in agr1culture while observmg the interest of small
farmers’ harmonious rural development and ensurmg long-term interest
of the people involved. We would like to ask the Special Rapporteur to |

elaborate on how his thesis of agri- -food system transformation fits into a

~ situation where developed countries continue with high subsidies to

their farmers to maintain their interests and simultaneously contmue
with various forms of market access impediments on agricultural
products from developing countries. Developmg countries, it may be
noted, have already opened up their agricultural trade and found that

their farmers had to compete with mass1vely subs1ded competltron from:

developed co.untr1es

6. We would now like to turn to the Spec1al Rapporteur on Adequate'

. Housmg As the Special Rapporteur has mentioned in her Report India -

has recogmzed the importance of housing - security for women -as

_ "reﬂected in the Domesnc Violations Act 2005. The 1% Five Year Plan .

" has recogmzed women as agents of sustamed econom1c growth and- )

----- g Ty

'W”'change resultmg in fundmg for Q. large number of gender-spemﬁc"f““

schemes ~The amendment of the Hindu Success1on Act in 2005 gave

| daughters equal r1ghts in ancestral property. In a recent ruling in
~ ‘January 2012 Supreme Court directed comphance with ‘Article 21 of the
' Constitution; i.e the Right to Life by providing mght—shelters for the |

homeless. The Supreme Court has through several milestone decisions

" remforced women’s rlghts and the provision of a safe and healthy

enviroriment at home and at work. l\/landatory registration of the ‘wife in

all property -owned or acquired by the husband is another progresswe

step taken by many State Governments Government financed

ownership schemes such as the Indira Awaas YOJana which 1 is a housing +

scheme stresses Womens ownersh1p of assets. The allotment is done in
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the name of the fémale member of the household or i1 the joint names of

husband and wife..

7. In conclusion, Madam Pre‘siden't, wé would like to thank once

again the two Special Rapporteurs for their contributions to the work of

- the Council and assure them of continued cooperation.

Thank you, Madam President.
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