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RIGHT TO FOOD

Thank yoﬁ, Mad'ame.Chai_'r.

The Uxilvited“States ,takes note of the feport o,f thé Spéciél
Rapporteur on the nght to Food which addresses the lmk | |
between health malnutrmon, nd obe51ty We appremate |
that the Specml Rapporteur has addressed such 1mp01 tant
issues as: under nutrltlon, the quahty of food consumptlon |
as well as the..q_‘uantity of food produc‘(tio‘n; the ini.v(.;,r_easing

: J

preifalence of obesity; and the composition of people’s diets.




These important and previously under-recognized areas of

his mandate warrant international attention.

That said, we have a number of concerns with the report,

including that 'fhe report presents an incompleté analysis of

| the econbniic aﬁd social factors driving fo()d productién and

co_n.sﬁmptibnv choices. We be_lie_y:ve‘.thé répdrt _d’dej_s, nét |

ad}equatelyv tavke i’nto acceimt &;e latest -l-élévaht UN VOllt_Ci(}me-
documents. | These dééluments iﬁclﬁdé,_ ém-bﬁg' others, thé
‘FAQ'S State Qf’Food and Agficu.ifuré anjd S-taté of F{iéd |

‘ Ins‘ecurity repoi‘rts, and the. Coﬁprehéns~ixfe_Framework for

- Action of the Secretary General's ngh Level Task For;:ve.




Furthermore, the report makes policy prescri‘pt‘ions that
seem incorrect or inappropriate in areas such as tax policy,
intellectual property rights, international trade, and

restrictions on marketing and advertising,

The report éls;) "cou‘lg'l have benéﬁted' from évfoc;uéon the
| importé’ﬁée’ of échotﬂ feeding pl'ogréms in improifilig'
"Illltrltl()ll For example, in J anuary 2012 Flrst Lady
‘Mlchelle Obama and Agrlculture Secretary Tom Vllsack o
unvelled new standards for sch{ml meals that will i improve
the health ‘and nutrition of nearly 32 millibon_stude.nts; that |

- participate in school meal programs.




The Obama Administration is also committed to improving
nufr‘ition through thell,:()()() Days Initiative, a public-private
/pértﬁership that focuses on improving 'nutl'iinH in thé |
period from pregﬁaﬂcy through a child’s second birthday.
The 1,000 Days parthers.hip also supports the global
“Scahng Up Nutrltlon (SUN)” movement. Healthy chlldren
'Who get off to a good start thr ough these types of mmatxves |
: Wlll be more llkely to succeed in school and become o

| productfye ,,m'embers of the Workfﬂrce.

We believe it is cruc1a1 for young people to attam adequate
| nutrltlon 1eve1s so that they can not only be heaiﬂly, but also

excel in school and reach thelr full potentlal




We welco‘me'd the Special Rapporteﬁxr’s broad cbnsultations
 with appvroximat_ely 300 organizations fi‘ﬂnvlaro’und the |
“world. During these cdnsultations, the Spécial Rapporteur
iden_tiﬁed séverél barriers faced by women to access to
h’ousing; ‘These obstacles include: discrimination, natural
-and humaﬂ—iﬁdﬁced disasters, 1ack of affordable and low-
_coslt;hoiusi'ng, .forced evi(&:tious,‘homeﬁesSnéss; domesti;c.' o
Violeﬁcé, lack of “fomeﬁFs paiﬁ*ticipation‘in. Ian and pO_ley-
making, and léck of écceés ,to'reiﬁe.(iii,es. We l()bk fo'r'viﬁrd to |
- vcontinui’xylg‘ to_ﬁ&or‘k with the S-pBCiéllR;ipporteqr tofadd‘ressf |

these barriers.

We Would like to respond to th'e_ report’s specific criticism of
the foreclosure situation in the'United States. The evidence -
that she cites does _hot necessarily indicate gender

- discrimination.




n particular, the 'statement that women in the United States,
due to gender dlscrlmlnatlon, are 32 percent more likely

| than men to receive sub- prlme oy prcdatory loans rehe,s on a
misinterpretation of data, and does not account iolr factors
such as cq—borrower status or creditwbrthiness. We vvslfill post

~ amore detailed explang\tion on the_US Mission’s website. -

~ Endmg lending dlscrlmmatmn against Women is olne ‘of t_he-

Us. Govemment’s domesnc prlormes Our Department of

Housmg and Urban Devclopment proactlvely reviews
Rmdmg pohéles and practues that mlght dlscrlmlnatc
aoalnét women We look forward to workmg with the
Specnal Rapporteur to. address the important 1ssues that She
has raised,' and help'combat d;scrim'ination agains't women
) | in. horus_ing.‘ |

Thank you, Madame'l’re‘sident.
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